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Share	on	PinterestExperts	say	that	achieving	herd	immunity	to	CoVID-19	will	be	a	step-by-step	process	that	will	depend	a	lot	on	how	many	people	will	be	vaccinated.	Luis	Alvarez/Getty	Images	While	the	release	of	covid-19	vaccines	is	encouraging,	a	small	percentage	of	Americans	have	been	vaccinated	so	far.	Most	models	predict	that	most-60	or	70	%
of	people	in	a	population	need	to	be	Vaccinated	to	achieve	herd	immunity.	Immunity	without	vaccine	is	possible,	but	it	would	cause	millions	of	people	to	die	and	overload	the	health	system.	The	path	to	normality	will	be	gradual,	but	positive	results	will	begin	to	be	seen	as	more	people	are	vaccinated.	All	data	and	statistics	are	based	on	data	available	to
the	public	at	the	time	of	publication.	Some	information	may	be	outdated.	Visit	our	coronavirus	center	and	follow	our	live	updates	page	to	get	the	latest	information	about	covid-19	pandemic.	If	2020	was	the	year	covid-19	interrupted	life	as	we	know	it,	2021	promises	to	be	the	year	vaccines	start	bringing	things	Back	to	normal.	But	there	is	still	a	long
way	to	go.	In	January,	more	than	17	million	vaccines	were	delivered	worldwide,	with	more	than	6	million	of	those	administered	in	the	United	States.	The	US	figures	represent	less	than	2	%	of	the	country's	population,	so	that	it	begs	the	question	of	when	we	start	to	reach	the	corner.	Ask	any	infectious	disease	specialist	and	they	will	tell	you	that
interrupting	the	spread	of	the	disease	is	a	big	factor:	herd	immunity.	In	the	Herd,	they	are	immune	to	an	illness	that	they	act	as	an	admonitor	to	those	of	the	same	community	that	immunize	and	protect	them,"	said	Dr.	Shelley	Facente,	an	epidemiologist	of	infectious	diseases	and	founder	of	Facente	Consulting,	a	public	health	consulting	firm	dedicated
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macif	saossep	siam	omoc	,otid	ossi	moC	.opmet	otium	,otium	raromed	iav	otsI	.edadeicos	they	can	easily	pass	to	other	people	not	vaccinated	around	them,	and	incases	the	disease	can	then	spread	very	quickly	through	the	population.	This	was	what	happened	during	the	2013	measles	outbreak	in	Wales.	Unlike	vaccination,	herd	immunity	does	not	give
a	high	level	of	individual	protection,	and	so	it	is	not	a	good	alternative	to	vaccinate.	Take	a	look	at	the	animation	below,	which	explains	how	herd	immunity	works.	See	also	our	page	on	why	the	disease	occurs	in	vaccinated	populations.	Click	here	to	download	the	animation	script.	People	who	depend	on	herd	immunity	Some	people	in	the	community
depend	on	herd	immunity	to	protect	them.	These	groups	are	particularly	vulnerable	to	disease,	but	often	cannot	receive	vaccines	safely:	People	without	a	fully	working	immune	system,	including	those	without	a	work	spleen	People	in	chemotherapy	treatment	whose	immune	system	is	weakened	People	with	newborn	HIV	who	are	too	young	to	be
vaccinated	Old	people	Many	of	those	who	are	very	sick	in	the	hospital	For	these	people,	herd	immunity	is	a	vital	way	of	protecting	them	against	fatal	disease.	See	this	article	about	herd	immunity	written	by	a	father	of	four	boys	who	have	primary	immune	disease,	which	begins:	“Immunity	of	heir”	or,	as	I	prefer,	“Community	impunity”	is	not	just	a
vague	idea	for	my	family:	it	is	literally	what	prevents	my	children	from	becoming	sick...	Links	for	more	information	about	the	immunity	of	the	Queoping	cough	and	herd	immunity,	a	brief	lecture	by	Professor	Adam	Finn	of	the	University	of	Bristol	The	power	of	herd	immunity,	a	TED	lecture	by	Romina	Libster	Libster
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